
SALT
A  M O N O L O G U E  F O R  

S O P R A N O  A N D  E L E C T R O N I C S  

B Y  D E N I Z  K H A T E R I  
A N D  B A H A R  R O Y A E E

A  G U E R I L L A  O P E R A  P R O D U C T I O N



S A L T  i s  a  m o n o l o g u e  f o r  s o p r a n o  a n d
e l e c t r o n i c s  w r i t t e n  a n d  d i r e c t e d  b y  D e n i z

K h a t e r i  a n d  w i t h  m u s i c ,  l i v e  p r o c e s s e d
a u d i o  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  s o u n d  d e s i g n  b y

c o m p o s e r  B a h a r  R o y a e e

I n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  w o m e n ,  f r i e n d s
a n d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  f r o m  K h a t e r i ’ s

h o m e l a n d  o f  I r a n ,  S A L T  i s  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  a n
e l d e r  w o m a n  w h o ,  a s  s h e  c o o k s  s o u p ,

m o u r n s  h e r  s a l t y  l i f e  o f  f e e l i n g  t r a p p e d  i n
a n  a b u s i v e  m a r r i a g e .

S c o r e d  f o r  s o l o  v o i c e  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  t h i s
e x p e r i m e n t a l  w o r k  o f  o p e r a - t h e a t e r  i s  s e t

o n  a  p r o s c e n i u m  s t a g e  a n d  f e a t u r e s
e x t e n s i v e  e l e c t r o n i c  s o u n d  d e s i g n  b y

R o y a e e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o j e c t i o n  d e s i g n  b y
N u o z h o u  W a n g ,  l i g h t i n g  d e s i g n  b y  K e i t h l y n

P a r k m a n ,  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  b y  A l i a n a  d e  l a
G u a r d i a .



T h e  m u s i c  d r a w s  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e s  f r o m
t r a d i t i o n a l  I r a n i a n  m u s i c ,  t h o u g h  h i g h l y

c o n t e m p o r a r y  a n d  a v a n t - g a r d e .  

O t h e r w o r l d l y  d r o n e s ,  c h a n t i n g ,  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a l
v o c a l i z a t i o n s  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  i n t o  t h e

p s y c h e  o f  a  w o m a n  m o u r n i n g  a n  u n f u l f i l l e d  l i f e
l a c k i n g  i n  l o v e  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  c o n t e m p l a t i n g

a n  e s c a p e .

T h e  w o r k  f e a t u r e s  h i g h l y  s t y l i z e d  m o v e m e n t ,
w h i c h  d r a w s  u p o n  b o t h  K h a t e r i ’ s  a n d  d e  l a

G u a r d i a ’ s  t r a i n i n g  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  m o v e m e n t
t h e a t e r  a n d  f r o m  I r a n i a n  c u l t u r e .  

T h e  e l e c t r o n i c  s o u n d  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s  r e c o r d e d
v o c a l i z a t i o n s  b y  b o t h  R o y a e e  a n d  d e  l a  G u a r d i a  a s

w e l l  a s  l i v e - p r o c e s s e d  v o c a l i z a t i o n s .





WHY
Deep emotional

impact, compassion
and understanding 



HISTORY
09/04/2020

First planning meeting.

12/03/2020
Table read with creative team. 

01/15/2021
Vocal demonstration/mucial workshop. 

04/2/2021
Recording of vocal sounds and effects for electronic

score.

4/12/2021
Guerilla Opera received a CIP Projects Grant award

from Mass Cultural Council in support of this project.

6/4-6/8/2021
Multimedia design/Filming workshop.

11/17/2021
First presentation at Boston's Museum of Science

8/18-8/20/2022
Work premiere at the ICE FACTORY festival in NYC





KEY ARTISTS
Deniz Khateri

writer and director

Bahar Royaee
composer and electronic sound designer

Nuozhou Wang
projection and video effects designer

Aliana de la Guardia
performer and executive producer

Keithlyn Parkman
lighting designer and associate producer





https://guerillaopera.org/repertoire/salt
https://youtu.be/GNiDeAsW2k4
mailto:alidelaguardia@guerillaopera.org
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CONTACT
Aliana de la Guardia

Artstic Director
alidelaguardia@guerillaopera.org

617-286-6723
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